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Forming Algebraic Expressions 
Answers 

 
1)     I am given a jar of sweets but do not know how many are inside. 
 

 
 
 
 
                   Expression: n sweets 
 
 
 

 
2)     I am given a jar of sweets and then given three more sweets 

 
 

 
 

 
                                          Expression: n + 3 sweets 

 
 

 
3)     I am given a jar of sweets and eat 4. 
 

                                 Expression: n - 4 sweets 
 

4)     I have 7 jars of sweets all containing ‘n’ sweets. 
 

                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                               Expression: 7n sweets 
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5)     I buy some stickers but do not know how many are in the packet. I buy               
another packet. How many do I have now? 

 
 
 
 
 
   Expression: 2n stickers 

 
 

 
6)     I buy a packet of stickers and take two stickers out. How many are left in the 
packet?  

        Expression: n – 2 stickers 
 

7)     I go to a car park containing ‘𝑥 ’ cars. Three cars leave. How many are left? 
 
  
 
 
 

        
                               Expression: x – 3 cars 

 
8)     I go to a car park containing ‘𝑥’ cars. 50 more cars come and park here. How 
many are here now? 

                 Expression: x + 50 cars 
 

9)     There are ‘z’ children in a full class. One child is ill today and another child is 
visiting another school. How many children are in class today? 
 
 
 
 

Expression: z – 2 children                                                                                    
 

10)   There are ‘y’ children in another class. One is ill but 3 new students have 
joined. How many are in class now? 
 

                                      Expression: y + 2 children 


